The histopathologic type of the periampullary tumors. Is it important for survival?
The ampulla of Vater is a junction with four histologic epithelial types: ampullary, duodenal, pancreatic and biliary. The tumors of this region are named periampullary adenocarcinomas, but the histologic type of these malignancies seems to have an important significance for survival. Our purpose is to determine whether the histologic type of the resectable vaterian adenocarcinomas is a prognostic factor. We reviewed the medical records of 38 patients who underwent RO-R1 pancreatoduodenectomy for periampullary adenocarcinomas between 1998 and 2007 in one single surgical center. The histopathologic reports and the microscopic samples were reevaluated independently by two senior pathologists. Using our database we assessed the overall survival based on histologic type, tumor stage, lymph nodes involvement, tumor size and the level of differentiation. The histologic type of the adenocarcinomas was intestinal in 23 cases (60.5%) and pancreatobiliary in 15 cases (39.5%). The median overall survival was significantly higher in patients with well differentiate intestinal-type in T1-T2 stage without nodes involvement. In a multivariable Cox regression analysis the regional lymph nodes involvement and the differentiation degree remained significant prognostic factors. The intestinal type of periampullary adenocarcinomas has a long survival, but the lymph nodes involvement and the lower degree of differentiation are associated with a high risk of death in these malignancies.